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From the Chicago Tribune

A rocky milestone for Roe vs. Wade

Activists see many routes for abortion rights' erosion

By Beth Kanter
Special to the Tribune

January 30, 2002

WASHINGTON -- Although activists gathered at the Capitol last week to mark the 29th anniversary of
the Roe vs. Wade decision legalizing abortion, it wasn't an all-out celebration. Abortion-rights
proponents are declaring urgent political threats to their cause.

Potential Supreme Court nominees, lower court appointees, budget allocations and legislative measures
that limit family planning and reproductive services are some of the hurdles reproductive rights
supporters face in coming months. All of that, coupled with a Republican anti-abortion majority
controlling the White House and the House of Representatives, alarms the abortion-rights community.

"The challenge [to abortion rights] is more serious today than it has been in the past," said Kate
Michelman, president of the National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League. "Women today
in 2002 have fewer rights than their mothers had after Roe vs. Wade because of a decade--and even
longer than that--of chipping away at rights, committee by committee, state by state. Congress had really
been assaulting a woman's right to choose since 1994 in a relentless way."

The razor-thin margin keeping the Senate under Democratic control remains one of the only safety nets
for abortion-rights supporters--a possibly short-term advantage. Along with all 435 seats in the House,
34 Senate slots are up for election this fall.

"The Senate right now is keeping us in the game and from not having full-scale barriers," said Judith
DeSarno, president and CEO of the National Family Planning and Reproductive Health Association.

Conversely, abortion-rights opponents perceive the Senate as their single weak spot and express hope.
"We have far more cause for optimism now than during the eight years of the Clinton administration,"
said Douglas Johnson, National Right to Life Committee legislative director.

The abortion debate is heating up on the state level too, with Illinois candidates for governor trading
criticism in political ads.

Here are the major hot spots for the debate.
Judicial nominations

President George W. Bush likely will nominate at least one U.S. Supreme Court justice--a prospect of
paramount concern for those who support the Roe vs. Wade decision. Justices selected by Bush and
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